PROTECT OUR PENSIONS!

Attached are copies of the new UNISON materials for our campaign to protect our 

pensions.  Information about our campaign to protect the LGPS is also in the circular.

Included in this briefing are copies of UNISON's new materials to kick off our 

union-wide campaign to protect our pensions.  You will find included copies of:

 *         A members' leaflet "Our Pensions Under Attack - Organise Now!"

*         Briefing 1 - Paying for the £4 billion government tax on public service pension scheme members

*         Briefing 2 - The change from RPI to CPI - what does it mean for public service pensions?

*         Briefing 3 - The change from RPI to CPI - the implications for members of public service pension schemes

*         Protect our Pensions Campaign Newsletter - Number 1

Defending the LGPS

 While there will be a united campaign to defend all public service pensions across the union, we are also working with the other trade unions covered by the Local Government Pension Scheme to ensure that the specific issues related to the LGPS are highlighted.  

The LGPS has some specific characteristics which need to be reflected in our campaign and the Government's response.

· It is a funded scheme which provides funding for benefits from investments

· Its membership contains a higher proportion of low paid workers, so meeting the call for increased contributions will be particularly difficult

· It is made up of 101 funds across the UK, each with pension committees and their own levels of funding and investment strategies

The LGPS Trade Union Side is continuing to meet and has produced the attached leaflets as part of our campaign to defend the LGPS. They are currently being printed and will be available for branches to order next week. In the meantime they will be on the UNISON web site.

You can view/download the leaflets at:

http://www.unison.org.uk/acrobat/19833.pdf
http://www.unison.org.uk/acrobat/19834.pdf
http://www.unison.org.uk/acrobat/19835.pdf
http://www.unison.org.uk/acrobat/19836.pdf
