Dear all 
Amid all the excitement of elections and the AV referendum last week, libraries are one issue that appear to be continuing to give local and national politicians a headache – long may that continue! Here are a selection of some of the key stories from last week:
 Legal challenges continue to stack up, but not an inquiry in sight.... (See attachment) 
Another week, another legal challenge under the 1964 Public Museums and Libraries Act, this time in Brent. Library campaigners are calling into question the Council’s consultation process and whether the proposals had already been pre-determined by elected members charged with making the decision. This challenge joins a number of others from across the country which have been lodged in recent weeks, yet as yet there is no sign of any repeat of the 2009 Wirral Inquiry.  
 ‘U-turn’ at North Yorkshire
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/9008049.Councils_in_U_turn_over_libraries_funding_proposal/ 
Another apparent ‘u-turn’ by council chiefs in North Yorkshire has been made after the scale of local anger at library closure proposals affecting more than twenty local branches. However, unfortunately it is not a complete change of heart – the local authority are now said to be seeking the same reduction of £3.2m across the board through reductions in opening hours and budgets at all forty-three of the council’s libraries.  
 More trouble in Somerset
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-13311921 
Reports from the BBC suggest that Somerset Council, who are already facing a legal challenge over their libraries closure programme, are offering grants to community groups to put together proposals to run their libraries after they cease to be funded by the local authority. Grants of up to £5,000 are said to be available for interested groups.
 Libraries in the Commons
A question on public libraries was put by Yvonne Fovargue (Labour, Makerfield) during Culture, Media and Sport questions in the House of Commons early last week, during which the Secretary of State appeared to confirm that there are no plans to remove the statutory duty to provide an efficient and comprehensive library service:
Yvonne Fovargue: What plans he has for the future of the statutory duty on local authorities to make adequate provision for public libraries?
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport (Mr Edward Vaizey): By encouraging reading, providing access to information and representing a focus for community activity, public library services contribute significantly to the national cultural landscape. They deserve statutory protection. There are no proposals to remove the duty on local authorities to provide a comprehensive and efficient public library service. 
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