Dear all

Today is my first day back in the office following two days spent at the Chartered Institute of Librarians and Information Professionals (CILIP) Umbrella conference 2011. It was a really interesting couple of days with over five hundred delegates in attendance and plenty going on. I attended several of the seminars under the heading ‘libraries in the big society’ which really gave me a feel for what’s going on out there and the challenges and dilemmas people are facing. Also of interest was a session looking at equalities issues in libraries, particularly around sexual orientation and religion / belief. It got me thinking again about the very real danger that libraries in the future could find themselves in, and more crucially library users, should services be privatised or ‘divested’ to the community, and people who may be pursuing their own particular agenda. I’m sure many of you will agree this goes against the very ethos of a public library.  

Libraries Change Lives Award 2011

http://www.cilip.org.uk/news-media/Pages/news110714.aspx 

Library Campaigner and author Alan Gibbons presented the Libraries Change Lives award at the CILIP conference yesterday, which went to Kent County Council for their ‘making the difference’ initiative aimed at supporting people with learning disabilities to use library services independently. As well as presenting the award, Alan himself was thanked for his tireless campaigning work on behalf of libraries and made an honorary fellow of CILIP, which I know is very well deserved. 

Legal challenges step up a gear

The past week has seen news that Gloucestershire campaigners have been granted permission to take the case to Judicial Review:

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/library-campaigners-win-victory-against-closures-2308891.html 

Whilst in Brent campaigners have been given a date of 19th and 20th July for their Judicial Review of the Council’s plans:

http://www.harrowobserver.co.uk/west-london-news/local-harrow-news/2011/07/14/brent-library-closures-to-be-contested-in-court-116451-29052570/  

On the Isle of Wight however solicitors have applied for an injunction to halt any moves by the Council until the outcome of their fight for a Judicial Review is known:

http://www.thebookseller.com/news/solicitors-apply-injunction-isle-wight-libraries.html 

Surrey lobby - communities need libraries!

http://www.saveourservic.es/82 

And finally, a plug for a lobby happening in Kingston, Surrey at 1pm on Tuesday 26th July against the Council’s proposals to close eleven libraries and axe their mobile library service. Campaigners have sent an open letter to all councillors highlighting their concerns about ‘serious and significant errors’ in the study compiled into the future of the library service in the county.   

Best wishes,

Hannah
Hannah Bailey
Assistant National Officer 
