LocalLeadersfrommembersletter (Councillors and NHS Board Trust members)


Dear 

The Chancellor, George Osborne, and the Coalition Government would have us believe that the impending savage cuts to the public services, which your organization will either already be experiencing or expecting, are both inescapable and fair. 

I and thousands like me are asking why, therefore, the respected Institute of Fiscal Studies has described Osborne's budget measures as 'clearly regressive as they hit the poorest households more than those in upper middle income distribution'? 

Even the banking giant HSBC, no less, is cautioning against the depth of those cuts and arguing that the 'worst thing would be a Europe that is not at peace with itself, which has internal conflict, disagreements, strikes and loss of work’. 

Make no mistake this is an assault on the principles of a fair and just society which I know you and your colleagues support and foster through your invaluable work. Not only will these measures put tens of thousands of people out of work, but also risks depriving the most vulnerable members of the community  – the old, the young, the sick and disabled – of what is often their only lifeline. As someone who enjoys the peace of mind that your organization offers through the local services you provide, it is extremely worrying. 

The threatened world financial meltdown was not caused by excessive spending on schools and hospitals. It was caused by irresponsible borrowing and lending in parts of the private sector.  Before the credit crunch UK public sector debt was 40% of national income and our annual spending on the public services was also less than 40%.  

Not only are these figures affordable, ordinary people get huge benefits from accessing education, health care and social care collectively and through local services. 

Also, far from being a burden on our communities and economy those public services are evidence of a civilised, compassionate society and an efficient, sophisticated and mature economy.  

Is this something you as a representative of community interests truly want to end? Do you feel that a fairer balance needs to be struck between reducing public spending and sustaining a society that treats all its citizens with decency and respect?

I am asking you, in support of our mutual interest in sustaining the fabric of our local community in support of the local citizens we serve, to join us in UNISON in questioning the assumptions on which George Osborne is basing his policies and challenging the belief that this is the effective way to address the challenges we and other nations face. 

For there is another way to achieve a reduction in the country's deficit built on a combination of economic growth and a fair tax system. Ireland slashed public expenditure and far from resolving its financial crisis, it merely deepened it. Canada slashed too and in the process destroyed its social fabric in such a way that now 20% of children live in abject poverty. 

For example, our country could employ more tax inspectors to tackle tax avoidance and evasion that costs us £90bn. We could raise £30bn by taking excessive bank profits and £5bn from a tax on empty properties. Ending Private Finance schemes in public services would save a further £3bn and stimulating growth could raise around £65bn in increased tax receipts as the economy recovers. 

There is another way. Do you really wish to be party to slash and burn policies that will cause misery or anguish to thousands of people? 

If you share our concern, why not help us all get our voices heard by signing up to our Million Voices for Public Services Campaign at www.unison.org.uk/million or write to your MP and MEP urging them to hear you, too? 

Thank you for listening to our point of view. 

Yours sincerely 

Your signature here

Type your name here

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

If you wish and have time to personalise the letter you are sending, you might like to consider weaving in or replacing existing paragraphs with some of the following where you are writing to your MP/MEP. 

First you need to consider your objective:

 

· do you want to try and influence your local leaders?

· do you want them to take specific action?

· do you simply want to give them a piece of your mind?

· do you want to meet with them?

Here are some options/arguments for your consideration:

 

Do you want to:

 

· express your disappointment/dismay/sense of betrayal at the Coalition plans for cuts

· mention that the Coalition has no mandate to impose the cuts

· insist that there is an alternative

· reiterate the value and role of public services to secure more equal

· point to out the risks to the vulnerable and those in need who cannot fend for themselves

· emphasise the potential risk of a further recession to the economy from the cuts

· etc....................."

 

You can also attach the text from some of our leaflets and briefing materials.


